Documented arterial gas embolism after spinal epidural injection.
We report the case of a 90-year-old man with syncope, arrhythmia, cardiac ischemia, and neurologic deficit after undergoing spinal epidural injection for control of pain related to post-herpetic neuralgia. The diagnosis of arterial gas embolus was made after air was identified in the left ventricle of the heart on an abdominal computed tomographic scan. Emergency physicians should consider and rapidly diagnose this rare but potentially fatal complication of spinal epidural puncture.